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Apologetics: Week Four 
Does God Exist? - Part III 
 

Cause and Effect (aka the Cosmological Argument) 
 

Intro: 1. There are laws within science that, when used, can show that evolution cannot be   
   true. 
  2. One is the law of cause and effect. 
  3. In effect, this law is the basis for all scientific study.25 
  4. God confirms this for us in Hebrews 3:4 - every house is builded by some man, but  
   the one who built all is God. 
 
I. Nothing “just happens” without someone or something causing it to happen. 
 A. A tree does not fall without some cause. 
  1. Someone could have cut it down. 
  2. Perhaps termites or some other insect ate away the insides of it. 
  3. Ice storms or some other natural disaster could be to blame for the fall of the tree. 
 B. Houses don’t just appear. 
  1. It takes planning and actual building to produce a house. 
  2. Whether good or bad, no house just happens without something behind it. 
 C. Growth does not happen without some outside influence. 
  1. Trees do not grow without rain and dirt in which to spread their roots. 
  2. People do not grow without nutrition being provided for them. 
  3. Clouds will not grow without evaporation. 
 D. The logical argument goes as follows: 
  1. Something cannot come from nothingness. 
  2. Something exists. 
  3. Therefore, something has always existed.26 
 E. Since something cannot come from nothing, the fact that anything exists is proof that   
  there is something (or someone) eternal. 
 
II. This law of science contains certain rules. 
 A. Every effect (thing that happens or exists) must have an adequate cause.27 
  1. This means that the cause must be something that could make the effect happen. 
  2. In simpler terms, a tree will not fall because a baby coughs. 
  3. That is not an adequate cause, but an airplane crashing into it would be. 
 B. No effect can be quantitatively greater or qualitatively superior to the cause.28 
  1. The earth could not be created by someone or something smaller and inferior to the  
   earth. 
  2. A newborn puppy will not be larger than the mother that gave birth to it. 

25 Jackson, Wayne.  Fortify Your Faith: Cause and Effect.  (Apologetics Press, 1974). Pages 16-17. 
26 Northrop, Chuck.  Class Notes: Apologetics.  (Bible Institute of Missouri, 2009). 
27 Jackson.  Fortify. 
28 ibid. 
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 C. Everything is winding down (the second law of thermodynamics). 
  1.  This law states that everything (matter and energy) are winding down and becoming  
   less and less usable. 
  2. All we have to do is look at everything around us to see this is true.29 
   a. Our bodies wear down. 
   b. After a certain distance, light fades out. 
   c. Cars wear down. 
   d. When we have a fire, the material in the log becomes less and less usable as we  
    get heat from it. 
  3. If everything is winding down, there must have been some beginning for it. 
   a. If we go backwards, there is no infinite “winding up” that exists.30 
   b. If matter were eternal, it would not wind down. 
   c. The fact that it is winding down shows that it had a beginning. 
   d. This is true of all matter and energy. 
 D. Everything material is an effect.31 
  1.  This is true, for scientists seek to find out how matter came into being.   
  2. The fact that something exists shows that there had to be some cause for it to exist. 
  3. Thus, all material things had a beginning. 
 E. There is no spontaneous generation.32 
  1. You cannot get something from nothingness. 
  2. You cannot get life from non-life. 
 
III. The application of these laws prove God exists. 
 A. Material is not eternal, thus it had a beginning. 
  1. Evolutionists like to claim “the big bang” was the beginning of everything. 
   a. They do not, however, have an answer as to where the materials that caused this  
    supposed “big bang” came from. 
   b. There had to have been something to spark the “big bang” if indeed that is what  
    happened (which it is not).33 
  2. The only explanation that exists which can explain the existence of matter is that it  
   was created. 
 B. The universe exists, thus it must have been created. 
  1. The universe is the effect, and it cannot be bigger or greater than that which caused it. 
  2. What is bigger and greater than the universe that could have created it? 
  3. God is the only answer! 
 C. If everything is winding down, someone or something must have put it into motion. 

29 Northrop.  Apologetics.  
30 Roderick, Bill.  “Natural Evidence for God’s Existence.”  Sermon, Gravel Hill church of Christ 12/01/2002. 
31 Northrop.  Apologetics. 
32 ibid. 
33 Atheists still have to account for where the initial material came from in order to cause the supposed “big bang” 
and how that material somehow got together.  It is a never ending cycle: the material came from the “big bang” 
which required material, which came from some other “big bang,” which required material, and so on.  It does not 
answer the question “where did matter come from?” 
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  1. A pendulum that is swinging will eventually run out of energy and cease movement.34 
  2. This pendulum, though, did not start on its own, but had to have been started by   
   someone or something. 
  3. The universe and everything in it is winding down, therefore someone or something  
   must have started it. 
   a. As shown earlier, it must have been started by something larger and superior to  
    the universe. 
   b. Again, the only option is God. 
 D. There must be a prime mover.35 
  1. Basically stated, this means that when you trace all the things that happen back as far  
   as is possible, you will come up with one cause behind it all. 
  2. An example: a child was caused by its parents, who were caused by their parents, and 
    so on and so forth until you go back as far as is possible and you get to the first  
    humans.  
  3. From an earthly standpoint, they would be the prime movers. 
  4. The universe could not have created itself, and thus something had to be behind its  
   creation and its being set into motion. 
  5. That prime mover is God! 
 
Concl. 1. Since nothing only produces more of nothing, the fact that the universe exists proves  
   that there was something (or someone) from whence it came. 
  2. Since the universe and everything in it is winding down, there was something (or   
   someone) that put  it into motion. 
  3. Since the effect (in this case the universe) cannot be greater than the cause, that which 
   caused the universe must be greater than the universe. 
  4. What (or who) could that be but God? 
 

34 Northrop. Apologetics. 
35 Jackson.  Fortify. 


