
 
 

 

 

 

Freedom 
While we celebrate Independence Day let us 
keep in mind that we are also free from the 
penalty of sin. See page 3 to read a letter 

from Pastor, Jonathan Baker. 

Church Events 
• July 4 - Independence Day 
• July 10 - Deacon’s Meeting 
• July 10 - Newcomer’s Class @ 10a.m. 
• July 13 - Family Night @ 6p.m.  
• July 17 - Deadline to apply for 

Ministry Team Leaders 
• July 31 - Victory Sunday 

Mission Outreach to Peru 
Our Missions Team is leaving today, July 1st, to travel to Lima, Peru. They are traveling to 

Atlanta to catch their flights. Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers. We ask that you 
pray for their safety and guidance as they spread the love of Christ in the mission field.  

Team Members from Friendship: 
Bro. Jonathan Baker 

Hannah Baker 
Allison Baker 
Jane Baldwin 

Christi McBrayer
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Dear Friendship Family, 

 It has been a great summer already and camp was amazing!! As I am 
typing this newsletter, it is great to see our students helping in many avenues at 
VBS. Our students are serving the kids and are becoming people to whom the 
kids can look up.  

 In the Haven, other than the 
week of VBS, we are studying some 
deep questions about God and 
looking for a way to apply these ideas 
to life (where everyday life meets the 
eternal Jesus). Our first question was 
“Where did God come from?”. Sorry 
for the improper grammar, but that is 
the way many ask the question. Pray 
that I, through the Holy Spirit, can 
bring such high thought to everyday 
living. 

 Thanks for letting me to disciple 
our students for 8 1/2 months. You 
have been a great family to me. We 
are working together in this whole, life thing. So, know this; If you need me in 
any way, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Porkchop’s Contact Info.  
Phone: (662)419-7870 
Email: porkchop.falkner@fbcecru.com 

God’s guidance and protection over all we do, 

Porkchop Falkner

Haven Student Ministry



 

 

Freedom isn’t Free! 
This month we celebrate freedom, the 
freedom we have as Americans because of 
Independence Day, July 4th, 1776.  That day 
was the culmination of many days, weeks, 
months, and even years of shaping the hearts 
and minds of the colonists with the conviction 
that freedom from tyranny is important no 
matter the cost.  So as we celebrate our 
freedoms on the 4th of July, we recognize all 
those men, women, and families who counted 
the cost and made the sacrifice to give us the 
freedom we know today.  So, truly, freedom is 
not free. 

As we celebrate freedom, let’s also 
remember the sacrifice made on Calvary’s 
cross on our behalf for our sins.  While bound 
in chains of slavery to sin, we receive 
forgiveness because Jesus counted the cost, 
paid the price, and laid down His life on our 
behalf.  Now we can live in freedom, freedom 
from the penalty of our sin, freedom from the 
power of sin, and we can look forward to one 
day enjoying freedom from the presence of 
sin in Glory (borrowed from Adrian Rogers).  
So, truly, freedom is not free. What incredible 
freedom! 

Many today misunderstand freedom in Christ 
to mean freedom to do and live as you 
please.  Hear the Word of God from 1 
Corinthians 8:9: “But beware lest somehow 
this liberty of yours become a stumbling 
block to those who are weak.” When we 
choose to take control of our freedom for our 
own desires, then we are in danger of causing 
others to stumble.  Then our freedom is 
costly, maybe even eternally costly to others 
we may cause to stumble.

Pastor’s Pen 
Let us celebrate our freedom in 
Christ with understanding that the 
freedom He gives is freedom to 
live as He designed, in an 
obedient and loving relationship 
with Him.  Let us live in freedom 
to help others know the eternal 
freedom they can have in Jesus. 

God Bless, 

Jonathan Baker 



 

 

Upcoming Events
• July 4 - Independence Day 
• July 10 - Deacon’s Meeting 
• July 10 - Newcomer’s Class @ 10a.m. in the pastor’s office 
• July 13 - Family Night @ 6p.m.  
• July 17 - Deadline to apply for Ministry Team Leaders 
• July 31 - Victory Sunday

Deacon of the Week
• July 3 - 9 — Brad Sullivan 
• July 10 - 16 — Barry McGregor 
• July 17 - 23 — Gene York 
• July 24 - 30 — Kevin Stegall 
• July 31 - August 6 — Rusty Cummings

“What a Friend we have in 
Jesus, all our sins and griefs to 
bear! What a privilege to carry 
everything to God in prayer!”


