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Apologetics: Week Seven 
The Inspiration of the Bible: Part II 
 

The Endurance of the Bible 
 

Intro: 1. Imagine the most powerful people on earth declaring that something must be    
   destroyed, and then trying to follow through with it. 
  2. This indeed happened less than 300 years after Christ died on the cross. 
  3. The thing they wanted to stamp out was the Scriptures! 
  4. Yet, after countless attempts to destroy the Bible, it still stands as God’s Word. 
 
I. Great attempts have been made to destroy the Bible, physically, but to no avail. 
 A. Even previous to the birth of Christ, there were attempts to destroy the Hebrew Scriptures 
  (the  Old Testament). 
  1. The Bible records that Jehoiakim, an evil king of Judah, was read a scroll of    
   prophecy telling of imminent destruction unless he and the people repented (Jeremiah 
   36:20-21). 
   a. After only hearing a small portion of it, he cut it up with a knife and threw it into  
    the fire (22-23). 
   b. God then spoke to Jeremiah and told him to have his scribe write all the things  
    again on another scroll (27-28). 
   c. Even the king of Judah could not eliminate the words of God, for God is greater! 
  2. Antiochus IV (the madman65), one of the leaders of the Greek Empire after the death  
   of Alexander the Great,66 tried to stamp out all traces of Judaism. 
   a. He desecrated the temple and tried to make it a temple to Zeus.67 
   b. He also ordered every copy of the Hebrew Scriptures to be destroyed, being cast  
    into a fire.68 
   c. Anyone found in possession of the Scriptures, or practicing the Law was to be put 
    to death.69 
   d. Yet the Word of God still endures over 2,000 years later! 
  3. Remember, the Old Testament was only for the Jews, and these people ruled over the  
   Jewish nation when they attempted to destroy the Scriptures. 
   a. If the king of the Jewish nation could not destroy God’s word, than who could? 
   b. If the ruler of the Greek Empire could not wipe out the Word of God, what does  
    that say? 
   c. The Scriptures are truly God’s Word and will endure forever (I Peter 1:25). 
 B. Attempts have been made to destroy all traces of the New Testament as well. 
  1. Diocletian, a Roman emperor (AD 284-305), made a series of edicts again    
   Christians.70 

65 Jackson, Wayne.  “The Holy Scriptures - Indestructible!”  Reason and Revelation, Volume 14, Number 12, 1994. 
66 Clarke, Ted.  Class Notes: The Life of Christ Part I: Matthew.  (Bible Institute of Missouri, 2009). 
67 ibid. 
68 Jackson.  “Indestructible.” 
69 The Apocrypha.  I Maccabees 1:56-57. 
70 Jackson.  “Indestructible.” 
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    a. First, he outlawed the assembling of Christians together. 
    b. Next, he ordered all buildings where such meetings took place to be torn   
     down. 
    c. One of the edicts involved the destruction by fire of every copy of New   
     Testament  writings.71 
    d. Yet just a few short years after Diocletian’s death, Constantine gave legal   
     protection to those professing Christ, and the Scriptures still endured.72 
  2. Even those who called themselves “friends” of the Bible set about to physically   
   destroy it! 
   a. The Papacy (the Roman Catholic Church) set about to destroy all copies of the  
    Bible owned by those who were not in the hierarchy (those who were not priests,  
    cardinals, bishops, etc…).73 
   b. People possessing copies of the Bible were told that they could not receive   
    forgiveness of their sins until they gave up their copies.74 
   c. The Tyndale Bible, made in the mid 1500’s, was outlawed by the Catholic   
    authorities, and thousands of copied were burned.75 
   d. They believed that ownership of the Bible by a commoner (a non-priest) would do 
    more harm than good, and they forced the issue. 
   e. Obviously, with the amount of Bibles being printed today, the Catholic Church  
    did not succeed in keeping God’s Word out of the hands of the common people. 
 C. Many made meticulous attempts throughout the years to preserve the writings of Homer,  
  yet there is no complete copy of his writings prior to AD 1200, more than 2,000 years  
  after he lived!76 
 
II.  Many attempts have been made to destroy the Bible intellectually, to no avail. 
 A. Many have tried to say “God is dead” throughout the years. 
  1. Julian, a Roman Emperor later known as “Julian the apostate,” tried to destroy the  
   Bible with “logical” arguments.77 
  2. Thomas Paine wrote an entire volume trying to discredit the Bible, yet did not even  
   own a copy of the Bible to reference while writing the book!78 
  3. “God is dead” was a famous slogan in the 1960’s and 70’s. 
   a. Somehow, all these “intelligent” people cannot stop a “dead” God from spreading 
    His word to the masses. 
   b. God is not dead nor is His Word, but these supposedly “superior” minds continue  
    to die off. 
 B. Many have tried to prove that the Scriptures are not reliable. 
  1. Yet time after time, the Scriptures are shown to be reliable. 

71 Northrop, Chuck.  “Inspiration, Is The Bible From God or Man?”  1993. 
72 Jackson.  “Indestructible.” 
73 ibid. 
74 Schroeder, H.J.  Canons and Decrees of the Council of Trent (quoted in Jackson. “Indestructible“).  1950. 
75 Jackson. “Indestructible.” 
76 ibid. 
77 Jackson.  “Indestructible.” 
78 Clarke, Ted.  Class Notes. 
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   a. They are reliable as history. 
   b. They are reliable geographically. 
   c. They are reliable scientifically.79 
  2. How could this be, if not for God’s hand be in the writing and preserving of it? 
  3. Even those who wish to point out the variant manuscripts cannot answer that    
   question!80 
 C. Is it not interesting to note that God even foretold of these intellectuals (I Corinthians   
  3:18-20)? 
  1. God makes their supposed wisdom “foolish.” 
  2. Paul told Timothy to ignore the vain babblings of what was “falsely called    
   ‘knowledge’” (I Timothy 6:20 - ESV).81 
 
III. The Bible is the most translated book in history.82 
 A. There are untold numbers of English translations and paraphrases that have been    
  produced over the last 600 years. 
  1. Approximately 18,000 copies of the Tyndale version (mentioned above) were    
   printed in a three year span (1525-1528).83 
  2. The King James version (1611) is perhaps the best known English version. 
  3. There are many others since then.84 
 B. There is a Bible available for nearly every language on earth. 
  1. In most instances, there are Bibles available in each dialect of a nation, making it   
   even more accessible to them (Acts 2:8).85 
  2. In many languages there sometimes multiple versions. 
 C. Thousands of copies of these translations are printed every day! 
  1. The Foreign Bible Society in England publishes 32,876 Bibles every day; that is one  
   every three seconds!86 
  2. This does not even include other Bible Societies that print thousands per day. 
  3. Also not included in that number are the Bible publishers who print the Bibles found  
   on store shelves such as Zondervan and Thomas Nelson.87 

79 See later lessons for more details on these and other proofs of the Bible’s reliability. 
80 There are a large number of variant reading in many manuscripts, but over 90% of them are simply spelling 
differences in names and places.   
81 While not accurate for the most part, the Cotton Patch Version states it well in saying “Don’t get bogged down 
in…spoutings…parading under the name of "higher learning."  
82 Northrop.  “Inspiration.” 
83 Jackson.  “Indestructible.” 
84 There are a multitude of versions, all with varying degrees of reliability.  Some of the more popular ones are the 
American Standard Version, the Revised Standard Version, The New International Version, The New American 
Standard Version, and the English Standard Version.  Suffice it to say, however, that God’s Word is indeed 
available in the language of the common person. 
85 Some versions translate Acts 2:8 “how is it that we hear in our own dialect?”  Young’s Literal Translation (1898), 
God’s Word version, and the Amplified version are examples of this.  See also Northrop, Chuck.  Class Notes: Acts 
of the Apostles. 
86 Northrop.  “Inspiration.” 
87 ibid. 
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  4. The Bible is still the best-seller every year.88 
 D. God’s Word is still being made available to everyone in the world, for God’s Word will  
  last forever. 
 
Conc: 1. How is it that the Bible has withstood all attempts by the most powerful men of their  
   time to destroy it? 
  2. How is it that the Bible has withstood, and been proven true, against the supposed  
   “greatest minds” of the ages? 
  3. Simply put, Jesus was correct when he said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, by  
   My words shall not pass away” (Matthew 24:34). 
  4. The Bible is truly God’s Word, and He has made sure that no matter what happens on 
   this earth, His Word will be here for us. 
 

88 ibid.  Many wonder why the Bible is never listed on the New York Times best-seller list or other similar lists.  It 
should be noted, that every different version, and every different type of study Bible is considered to be a different 
book to the publishing world.  So, the King James study Bible is considered different than the Open Bible: King 
James Version, or the Archeological Study Bible: King James Version, or just a simple King James Version with 
cross-references in the margin.  If you take all of the versions of the Bible, they outsell any best-seller on the market 
by far. 


