
 

Apologetics Lesson Plans - 48  

Apologetics: Week Ten 
The Deity of Christ: Part I 
 

Is Jesus Really God? 
 
Intro. 1.  Throughout this study, we have shown that indeed there is a God, and that the Bible  
   is His inspired revelation for us. 
  2. The final thing we will be focusing on in this series is the question “Is Jesus God?” 
  3. In this first lesson on this topic, we will look at various views of Jesus and His deity. 
  4. It is important to know what others are saying about Christ so that we can be better  
   prepared to study with these people and show them the truth in God’s Word. 
 
I. Some claim that Jesus is “a god,” not “the God.” 
 A.  The “Jehovah’s Witnesses” claim that Jesus was the first being created by God.114 
  1. They say Jesus “was created before the other sons of God’s family.”115 
  2. They teach that Jesus was a perfect man “nothing more, nothing less.”116 
  3. This religious group even went so far as to produce a new translation of the Bible that 
   agrees with their false views. 
 B. Their doctrine about Jesus Christ being created is in direct opposition to John 1:3 ⎯ “all  
  things were created by Him, and without Him was not anything made that was made.” 
  1. This verse states clearly that everything that was created came from the Word    
   (Jesus - see John 1:14). 
  2. So, unless Jesus - while not existing - created Himself, this doctrine is false. 
 C. Their doctrine contradicts other clear statements of the inspired word of God. 
  1. Philippians 2:6 - Paul states that Jesus was “in the form of God” or “in very nature  
   God” (NIV). 
  2. John 20:28 - Thomas called Jesus “my Lord and my God” and was not rebuked or  
   corrected by Christ. 
  3. Hebrews 1:5-8 - God speaks to “the Son” and says to Him “thy throne, O God, is  
   forever and ever.” 
 D.  The inspired Word of God contradicts this false doctrine. 
 
II.  Some claim that Jesus is the only God. 
 A.  Basically stated, some religious groups (specifically the Oneness Pentecostals) consider  
  Jesus to be the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit all at the same time.117 
  1. This doctrine holds that there really is no Father, Son, or Holy Spirit; but that Jesus  
   alone is God and He just “appeared” to men as three entities.118 

114 New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures⎯specifically their translation of John 1:1 - “and the Word was a 
god”.  (Watchtower Bible and Tract Society: New York) 
115 The Truth That Leads To Eternal Life (Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society: New York, 1968).  Pg 47. 
116 Jennings, Alvin.  Traditions of Men Versus the Word of God.  (Star Bible Publications: Ft. Worth, TX.  2001).  
Pg 94. 
117 Clarke, Ted.  “Answering False Doctrines Relating To The Gospel Of John, No. 1.”  1999 Annual Denton 
Lectures.   
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  2. They speak of “the Word” (John 1:1-18) as being a thought in God’s mind and not a  
   separate personality.119 
   a. John 1:1 clearly states that “the Word was God.”   
   b. If the Word was only a thought, then they must conclude that God is only a   
    thought. 
   c. Even they would not agree to such an absurd idea, but that is the logical    
    conclusion of their doctrine. 
 B. To say Jesus is the one and only God is to deny clear Bible teaching on the matter. 
  1. At Jesus’ baptism, the Holy Spirit descended on Him, and the Father spoke from   
   Heaven (Matthew 3:16-17). 
   a. If Jesus is all there is of God, then Jesus spoke of Himself from heaven while   
    descending upon Himself while John was baptizing Him. 
   b. If Jesus is all there is of God, why would He call Himself His own Son? 
   c. If we follow their doctrine, Jesus is stating that He is proud of Himself (well-  
    pleased). 
  2. When Jesus prayed in the garden, He said “not my will, but thine, be done” (Luke  
   22:42). 
   a. If Jesus is all there is of God, why was He in agony, praying to Himself? 
   b. When Jesus said “not my will, but thine,” He showed for all of us that He did not  
    want death, but the will of the Father was that He die on the cross.   
   c. If Jesus is all there is to God, how is it that His desire and the Father’s will were  
    different in this instance? 
   d. Please note: Jesus, while on earth, did not look forward to the pain and death that  
    He knew were coming.  He was never against God’s will; but, as all humans, He  
    did not want to go through pain. 
  3. Jesus repeatedly stated that He did speak of His own authority, but spoke what God  
   told Him to speak (John 5:30, 12:49, 14:10). 
   a. How could Jesus say He did speak of His own authority if He was the entirety of  
    God? 
   b. The only possible explanation is that Jesus is NOT the entirety of God. 
 C. This is a false teaching on the nature and deity of Christ Jesus. 
 
III. Some claim that Jesus never existed in the first place. 
 A. There are those that proclaim that Jesus was a fictional character with no historical   
  evidence to support His existence. 
  1. In doing this, they try to undermine the reliability of the Bible. 
   a. In our four-week study on the inspiration of the Scriptures, we determined that the 
    Bible was inspired of God. 
   b. In that, we know it is reliable. 
  2. They say this, apparently, without doing much research into the things of which they  
   speak. 
 B. There is ample evidence for the existence of Christ. 
  1. The Bible itself is a reliable witness, though some will say it is biased. 
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   a. Since the Bible is inspired, everything in it can be believed as truth. 
   b. It speaks of Jesus as someone who literally was on earth (John 1:14). 
  2. Josephus refers to Jesus as a historical figure, even calling Him the Christ.120 
   a. Josephus was a Jew, and as such would not have a vested interest in promoting  
    Jesus. 
   b. Yet the fact that Jesus is mentioned proves He did exist. 
  3. The Jewish Talmud refers to Christ. 
   a. They are openly hostile towards Jesus, but still confirm His existence. 
   b. They speak of Him as a blasphemer121 
  4. Many other historical sources confirm the existence of Jesus. 
 C. This claim is false as well. 
 
IV. Some claim that Jesus came to earth, but was not the Messiah nor God. 
 A. The Jews today still reject Jesus as being the promised Christ.122 
  1. They still await a Messiah that will rule over them in Jerusalem on an earthly    
   throne.123 
  2. Jesus was not what they expected, so they rejected Him when He came to earth 2,000  
   years ago. 
 B. The Muslims believe Jesus was a prophet, but not the Son of God. 
  1. It is interesting that this is the case, for they do not follow what this prophet said. 
  2. They believe Jesus was born by the “power of God,”124 but was not the “Son of   
   God.”125 
 C. Still others claim He was simply a good man who taught people how to live better. 
  1. This makes Jesus no more important than anyone living then or now. 
  2. This is in contradiction to the Scriptures which say He is sitting at the right hand of  
   God (Acts 2:33). 
 D. Jesus came to earth, and was indeed the Messiah and God! 
 
Concl. 1. Through this lesson, we have looked at what some people say about the deity of Jesus 
   Christ, as well as comparing it to what the Bible says. 
  2. This was merely an overview to introduce the topic; next week, we will look at   
   proving the deity of Christ by the inspired word of God. 

120 Josephus, Flavius.  Antiquities of the Jews 18.3.3  (E-Sword electronic version). 
121 Northrop, Chuck.  Class Notes: Apologetics.  (Bible Institute of Missouri, 2009). 
122 Olbricht, Owen.  Studies in Denominational Doctrine: Book One.  (Gospel Light Publishing: Delight, AR, 1972).  
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125 Qur’an 72:3-4 


