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Apologetics: Week Thirteen 
Is Jesus Really God? - Part IV 
 

His Resurrection 
 

Intro: 1. So far in this section of the study of apologetics, we have seen some various false   
   doctrines about the deity of Christ, but also looked at some of the ways the Bible   
   proves that Jesus is indeed God. 
  2. In this, our last lesson, we will look together at another aspect of Christ’s time on   
   earth that proves His deity: the resurrection. 
  3. This is an important issue that many people try to discount or ignore, but it must be  
   addressed. 
 
I. Jesus died on the cross. 
 A. This is important to note, because some today advocate a teaching contrary to the    
  Biblical record. 
  1. There are those in the world today who say that Jesus did not die on the cross, but  
   merely fainted. 
  2. They use this “swoon theory”142 to say that since Jesus never really died, there was no 
   resurrection. 
 B. There are many eyewitnesses who declared, without any chance of misunderstanding,  
  that Jesus was indeed dead. 
  1. All four gospel writers confirmed that Jesus was dead. 
   a. Matthew says that Jesus “cried again with a loud voice [and] yielded up the   
    ghost” (Matthew 27:50). 
   b. Mark stated that Jesus “gave up the ghost” (Mark 15:37). 
   c. Luke reveals that Jesus “gave up the ghost” (Luke 23:46). 
   d. John asserts that Jesus “bowed His head and gave up the ghost” (John 19:30). 
   e. These witnesses (at least two of which were eyewitnesses) were favorable    
    towards Jesus, but their testimony all agrees. 
  2. The Roman soldiers confirmed that Jesus was dead (John 19:32-33). 
   a. The Jews wanted the three men on the crosses to die so that their bodies would  
    not be hanging there on the Sabbath (John 19:31).143 
   b. The soldiers broke the legs of the two thieves to speed up their death, but when  
    they got to Jesus, He was already dead (John 19:31-32). 
   c. To prove the point, one of them stabbed Jesus’ side with a spear, and blood and  
    water came out (John 19:33).  This was a sure sign of the death of Jesus.144 
   d.  These soldiers were professionals and would have been able to tell when a person  

142 Northrop, Chuck.  Class Notes: Apologetics.  (Bible Institute of Missouri, 2009) 
143 To the Jews, 6:00 p.m. was the end of one day, and the beginning of the next.  Since Jesus died on a Friday at 
about 3:00, this explains their hurry to get the men down from the crosses as soon as possible, for the Sabbath was 
only a few hours away. 
144 Edwards, William D. Gabel, Wesley J., Hosmer, Floyd D.  “On the Physical Death of Jesus Christ.”  The Journal 
of the American Medical Association.  March 21, 1986, pgs 1462-1463. 
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    was dead, for it was their job: they were death specialists.145 
   e. These eyewitnesses were neutral towards Jesus, and their testimony unbiased. 
  3. Pilate confirmed that He was dead (Mark 15:43-45). 
   a. Pilate was amazed that Jesus was already dead. 
   b. He sent for the centurion and inquired of him as to whether Jesus was dead. 
   c. When he knew for sure, he released the body of Jesus. 
  4. The chief priests and the Pharisees confirmed that Jesus was dead. 
   a. They came to Pilate the next day and said to Pilate “while He was still alive…”  
    (Matthew 27:63 - ESV). 
   b. They wanted the tomb sealed to make sure the disciples did not steal his body   
    (Matthew 27:64). 
   c. Notice they didn’t say they wanted it sealed to keep Jesus from escaping; they  
     knew He was dead. 
   d. These eyewitnesses were antagonistic towards Jesus, yet they gave the same   
    testimony as the others. 
  5. All the witnesses agreed: Jesus was dead.146 
   a. This eliminates the possibility of the “swoon theory” being true. 
   b. Whether pro-Jesus, Anti-Jesus, or indifferent, all the witnesses spoke of the same  
    fact: Jesus died on that cross. 
 
II. Jesus was buried. 
 A. Witnesses confirm His burial. 
  1. Joseph of Arimathaea approached Pilate for the body of Jesus, and buried it in his   
   own tomb (Matthew 27:57-60). 
   a. This tomb had never been used before. 
   b. This was done with the help of Nicodemus (John 19:38-42). 
  2. The women watched as this was being done (Matthew 27:61, Luke 24:50-55). 
  3. The Pharisees confirmed He had been buried. 
   a. They asked for Pilate to seal the tomb (Matthew 27:63-64), which was near the  
    place where Jesus was crucified (John 20:40-42). 
   b. They also asked for a guard to be at the sepulchre. 
   c. Pilate told them to go make it as sure as they could and to set a watch (Matthew  
    27:65-66). 
  4. All this is shown to confirm that Jesus’ body was indeed buried in a tomb, lest anyone 
   say He was never put there in the first place. 
 B. The tomb was found empty on the third day. 
  1. The stone which had been sealed around the opening of the tomb had been rolled   
   back (Mark 16:2-4). 
   a. This was a very large stone that the women knew they could not move on their  
    own. 
   b. When they arrived, the stone was already moved and rolled away from the   
    entrance. 

145 Clarke, Ted.  Class Notes: Life of Christ - The Gospel According to Matthew.  (Bible Institute of Missouri, 2008) 
146 Cobb, Bradley.  The Importance of the Resurrection. (sermon, 2008) 
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   c. Matthew records that an angel came from heaven and rolled back the stone   
    (Matthew 28:2). 
   d. This is physical evidence supporting the resurrection of Christ. 
  2. There was no body in the tomb. 
   a. Mary Magdalene was afraid someone had stolen the body and moved it, for she  
    cried “The have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him”  
    (John 20:2, 13). 
   b. John and Peter both ran to the tomb and found no body there (John 20:3-5). 
   c. The soldiers⎯who had fainted at the sight of the angel⎯knew there was no body  
    there (Matthew 28:11-15). 
   d. The Pharisees paid the soldiers to make up a story about the disciples stealing the  
    body of Jesus. 
   e. all of the witnesses agreed: there was no body in the tomb. 
  3. Some evidence that shows the body was not stolen. 
   a. If the disciples stole the body, they would not have taken the time to unwrap all  
    the linen cloths from around Him and to fold up the face cloth (napkin).147 
   b. The same would be true if grave robbers had come.148 
   c. The linen cloths being there and the napkin being folded by itself attest to the   
    resurrection. 
   d. It shows that whatever happened to the body of Jesus was done orderly and   
    without rush or haste.149 
   e. So, if the body was not stolen or moved by someone, what happened to it? 
 
III. Witnesses attested to His resurrection. 
 A. Eyewitnesses saw Him after His resurrection. 
  1. Mary Magdalene saw Him near the tomb (John 20:15-18). 
  2. Two disciples saw Him on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-31). 
  3. Peter met with Him by himself that same day (Luke 24:33-34). 
  4. The apostles (except for Thomas) saw Him that evening (John 20:19-20). 
  5. The apostles (with Thomas) saw Him eight days later (John 20:26-29). 
  6. Stephen saw the Lord at the right hand of God in heaven (Acts 7:55). 
  7. Saul (whom we know as Paul) spoke to Jesus on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:3-5; I  
   Corinthians 15:8). 
  8. At one point, 500 people saw Jesus at one time (I Corinthians 15:3-8). 
  9. All the eyewitnesses testified that He had risen from the grave. 
 B. Witnesses declared He was risen. 
  1. The angels declared that Jesus was risen (Matthew 28:5-7; Mark 16:5-6; Luke 24:4- 
   6). 
  2. Mary Magdalene declared that He was risen (Luke 24:9-11). 
  3. The 10 apostles declared to Thomas that Christ was risen (John 20:24-25). 
  4. All the apostles declared that Christ was risen (Acts 2:14, 22-24, 32). 

147 Clarke.  John. 
148 NET Bible (New English Translation) Electronic Study Notes (http://www.Bible.org). 
149 ibid. 



 

Apologetics Lesson Plans - 66  

  5. The Holy Spirit declared that Christ was risen and ascended to heaven (Acts 2:32-33). 
 C. The apostles declared that He was risen in the way they lived their lives after the    
  resurrection.150 
  1. After Christ died, they were afraid of the Jews and met in secret (John 20:19);    
   however, after they knew of His resurrection, they spoke boldly in the face of the   
   chief priests and Pharisees (Acts 4:5-20). 
  2. The night Jesus was betrayed, every one of the apostles fled to save their own lives  
   instead of standing with Christ (Matthew 26:56); yet after the resurrection, they   
   rejoiced to suffer persecution and beating for Christ’s sake (Acts 5:40-41). 
  3. The Bible tells of two of the apostles being martyred for Christ. 
   a. James was beheaded by Herod (Acts 12:1-2). 
   b. Peter’s death for Christ’s sake was prophesied by Jesus and recorded by John   
    (John 21:17-19). 
  4. No sane person would be willing to go through the years of persecution over    
   something they knew to be false. 
   a. All the apostles knew they had seen Jesus resurrected. 
   b. This is why they could endure the beatings, the harassments, and the threat of   
    death for preaching Christ. 
   c. They would never do this over a lie, especially not for the years and years that  
    they did it. 
 
IV. Consequences of the Resurrection. 
 A. Since Jesus prophesied it, it shows He is a true prophet. 
  1. Jesus prophesied His own resurrection (Matthew 16:21); even His enemies attested to 
   His prophecy (Matthew 27:62-63). 
  2. No one before, nor since, has ever prophesied that they would die and be raised in  
   three days⎯and it come true! 
  3. Thus being a true prophet, the resurrection proves that everything else Jesus    
   prophesied was true as well. 
   a. This includes His prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem⎯which came true in  
    AD 70 (Luke 21:20-24). 
   b. This also shows that what He prophesied about the judgment day is also true. 
 B. It shows God’s acceptance of Jesus Christ and His teachings. 
  1. Like the miracles we discussed in the previous lesson, the resurrection of Christ   
   confirms that He was a messenger sent from God. 
   a. God would not have raised Him from the dead had He not been from God. 
   b. Had Jesus been a false prophet, God’s raising Him would have shown approval  
    for sin, which is impossible (I John 1:5). 
  2. The resurrection confirms that God approved of Christ’s teachings. 
   a. If Jesus was teaching falsely, God would not have raised Him from the dead. 
   b. Because God did raise Him, it shows that Christ’s words are the authority by   
    which we are to live (Colossians 3:17). 
  3. The resurrection confirms that there is life after death. 

150 Northrop.  Apologetics. 
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   a. Jesus said He went to prepare a place for the faithful (John 14:1-3). 
   b. There is also a place prepared to eternally punish the unfaithful (Matthew 25:41). 
   c. Thus, for the faithful, the resurrection is an amazing comfort.151 
   d. For the unfaithful, the resurrection is a terrifying thing. 
 C. Since the resurrection shows God’s approval of the teachings of Christ, it shows that   
  Jesus is God! 
  1. As we have seen together on multiple occasions throughout this study, Jesus claimed  
   to be God both through His words and His actions. 
  2. God raised Him up from the dead, a miracle which confirmed the Messenger and the  
   Message He brought. 
  3. The resurrection proves Jesus is God! 
 
Conc. 1. These outlines are by no means exhaustive on every possible way of proving that   
   Jesus is indeed God. 
  2. These are written to show the foundation we have to build on in following the word  
   of God. 
   a. There is a God. 
   b. The Bible is His inspired Word. 
   c. Jesus Christ is His Son, and is God. 
  3. Everything taught in the New Testament hinges on those three things being true. 

 4. Since they are true, we can know with confidence that if we do the things the Bible 
instructs us to do, we will go to that place Jesus has prepared for the faithful.

151 Cobb.  Resurrection. 


