
 
Series: Imitate 
Title: Week 2  “TAG (Time Alone with God)”  
The Word: 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Joshua 1:7-9, Romans 12:1-2, Psalm 119:105.  
Main Thought: For students to pause daily to spend TAG and live it.  
 
Me: Where is there time for a TAG? We need to Pause. How many of you have driven on a 
foggy morning or night? Do you remember the headlights trying to break through the fog? 
In Costa Rica, we were driving through the mountains at around 4:00am heading to the airport. 
We were tired from the week and to put more pressure on us, there was hardly any visibility. The 
lights were on but because of the FOG, we were inching along hoping to not crash! The great 
thing is that the LIGHT was JUST enough to help us see ahead. Just like the light through the 
FOG is what it means to follow Jesus.  
 
We NEED Jesus everyday through His Word to see through the FOG of this world. We are 
inundated with temptation, struggle, and pain. God’s Word is the light for our lives.    
 
Psalms 119:105: Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light for my path."  
 
We: We were not created to be human “doings” but human “beings.” Our time alone with 
God each day is crucial to learning to imitate Jesus. We need to hit the pause button on our lives 
and connect to the Power Source. Only when we understand that we cannot live on our own 
strength do we begin to grow.  
 
The Bible is the best selling book of all time. The Bible is in many languages and I’m sure most of 
us have numerous Bibles at home. It wasn’t always this way before the fifteenth century. John 
Wycliffe began translating the Bible into languages because he wanted people to be able to read 



it. Wycliffe and his followers translated the English Bible in the 1380’s for the first time, giving 
people the opportunity to study the Bible.  
 
Tension/Transition: But, don’t we all take the Bible for GRANTED? Why is reading the Bible 
Important? 
 
 Every relationship is dependent upon quality time. We need to be in fellowship with Jesus 
throughout our daily lives.   
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17: “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to 
make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us out and teaches us to do what is 
right. It is God's way of preparing us in every way, fully equipped for every good thing God wants 
us to do.”  
 
Every word of the Bible is God’s voice. It is His love letter to you and me. The only way to 
know God’s heart is to read His Word. The Bible is living and active and is not meant for 
the bookshelf!   
 
The Bible is completely true.   
God’s Word reveals God. 
God’s Spirit helps us understand it  
 
Numbers 11:28: Joshua was Moses attendant as a youth. Moses passed the torch onto Joshua 
to lead the Israelites. Joshua was unsure about his ability to lead and these words came to Him!  
 
Joshua 1:7: Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the instructions Moses gave 
you. Do not deviate from them, turning either to the right or to the left. Then you will be successful 
in everything you do.  



 
Joshua 1:8-9 Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will 
be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do. 
9 This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord 
your God is with you wherever you go.” 
 
How do I build a T.A.G daily?   
 
1. Hit the PAUSE BUTTON on your life.  

What distractions are causing you to rush through life? What consumes your thoughts right 
NOW?  
We are all busier than ever. As much as technology speeds up it tends to cause each of 
us to speed up. We live in a culture of multitasking. We have smartphones, game systems, 
TV, YouTube, friends to hang out with, relationships, sports, church and more. With all that is 
going on in our lives we can easily miss out on the most important relationship.  
 
Romans 12:2: Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you 
into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for 
you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. 

 
  ILL: Just as important for your smartphone to stay charged daily because of all the use. The 
same is true in our relationship with God.  
 
2. CONNECT to the Power Source.  

 
Connect daily. We know God’s Word by reading it. It is that simple. When you disconnect 
from the power source, you are living on your own power.  

 



 
ILL: How many of you like FOOD? A steak. A potato. My favorites. Growing up you couldn’t 
handle the steak right? Micah, my 7-month-old son is eating baby food. He tries to reach 
for my food because well, it is much better tasting! My goal for Micah is to learn to feed 
himself.  
The same is true with scripture if we do not apply it. We will be wandering through life! If the 
only time you open the Bible is at church, you are starving spiritually! How many have heard, “I’m 
wanting to change but reading the Bible is too hard.” “I am switching churches because I am not 
being fed spiritually!” 
 
1 Peter 2:2: “Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual milk so that you will grow into a 
full experience of salvation.” 
 
Idea: Using “Youversion” each day via your cell phone or computer is a great way to begin a 
TAG. Use the option to take notes on what you are reading and how God is speaking to you.  
  
How to SOAP daily:  
 
Scripture: Read the Bible until God speaks to you. Write down the verse that impacts you in your 
journal or a verse that “sticks out to you” from a longer passage. Do not just skim it but meditate 
and think about each word of the verse(s). Understand “scripture interprets scripture” – Ever word 
is part of a sentence, sentence is part of a paragraph and so on.  
 Observe: Ask the questions about the background of the scripture. Who was the author? Who 
was the author writing to? How would I explain the scripture to another person? Write out the 
verse in your own words to try to understand it further.  
 



 Apply: How do you live out what the verse(s) in your personal life? Be specific. Memorize specific 
verses that stick out to you. 
 
 Pray: Write down specific prayer requests about your personal needs. Keep your prayer requests 
written down in a journal to go back to in the future. Meditate on the verse(s), read and reread. 
Meditate on it throughout the day as you apply it to your life!  “How will I be different today 
because of what I have just read?” 
 
Meditate daily on God. What does it mean to meditate?  
“Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you 
prosper and succeed in all you do.” 
 To focus your mind, will and emotions on God’s Word with the goal to live it out.  
 
3. Live from God’s Power  

 
ILL: Going back to food. Unless you ingest the food, it doesn’t do much good for you.  
Reading but not applying it to your life is like chewing food and then spitting it out. Unless we 
apply and take into our hearts, we will not see much growth! But when we choose to daily pause, 
connect to the power source and live from it, we see life change. Are you running off of fumes or 
the full power of Jesus? 
 
God’s Word wasn’t meant for information but transformation 
 
Watch this video as it highlights what a TAG looks like.  
SHOW VIDEO of students reading their Bibles. 
 
Read the Bible and obey what you read. Apply it. Live it.  
The Bible gives us wisdom so we will know what to do each day.  



 
The reason some people obey God more in their lives is because they pause and obey. Make 
your life count.  
 
Ask these questions as we close:  
 

- Express to God that you desire a closer relationship with Him. Ask Him what do I need to 
STOP doing so I can START having a T.A.G.? 

- If you are ready to begin a relationship with Christ, ask him to change you and surrender to 
His call on your life.  

 
 
 
 
 
 


