
 

Apologetics Lesson Plans - 43  

Apologetics: Week Nine 
The Inspiration of the Bible: Part IV 
 

Internal Evidences: Part II 
 

Intro: 1. Having now looked at some various internal evidences that are beyond the    
   capabilities of man to produce, we will now look at what is called the “strongest   
   argument” for the inspiration of the Bible. 
  2. This argument deals with the foretelling of future events with 100% accuracy. 
  3. Most weathermen, with sophisticated equipment, would be thrilled with an 80%   
   accuracy rate. 
 
I. What is Prophecy? 
 A.  Predictive prophecy has been defined as “history written in advance.”103 
  1. It is a foretelling of events to come. 
  2. Many people have claimed this ability, even today. 
 B. True prophecy is noteworthy. 
  1. For something to be true predictive prophecy, it cannot be vague.104 
   a. Some people, especially politicians, speak in vague generalities, but rarely in   
    specifics. 
   b. If you speak in generalities, it is hard to be wrong, for just about anything can be  
    twisted to fit your statements. 
  2. There must be proper timing.105 
   a. The prophecy must be made far in advance of the fulfillment. 
   b. Would it have been prophecy for someone to say Jesus would be born of a virgin  
    after Mary was already with child?  No. 
   c. It was prophecy for Isaiah to state just that hundreds of years before the event   
    (Isaiah 7:14). 
  3. There must be exact fulfillment.106 
   a. The fulfillment of the prophecy must be clear. 
   b. Many people have twisted the prophecies in Revelation to mean everything from  
    the Roman Catholic Church to the first Gulf War in the 1990’s.107 
  4. Above all, it must be something beyond the power of man to foresee. 
   a. Predicting the weather is not prophecy, for man can foresee that, based on past  
    experiences. 
   b. Predicting the king of a future world-wide empire, by name, before he is even   
    born is true prophecy.108 
II. Examples of prophecy. 

103 Jackson, Wayne.  Fortify Your Faith.  (Apologetics Press, 1974).  Pg 64. 
104 Northrop, Chuck.  Class Notes: Apologetics  (Bible Institute of Missouri, 2009). 
105 Jackson, Fortify, pg 64. 
106 ibid. 
107 This author remembers hearing a radio “preacher” saying that Revelation even prophesied the Scud missiles. 
108 Isaiah 45:1 mentions Cyrus, the king of the Persian Empire by name before he was even born.  Cyrus allowed the 
Jews to return to Palestine and begin to rebuild the temple.  See also Isaiah 44:28. 
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 A. The history of the Jewish people (Deuteronomy 28:47-68). 
  1. The Jews were told, by God through Moses, that if they did not obey Him, they   
   would be conquered by another nation whose language they didn’t understand. 
   a. The northern tribes were conquered by the Assyrians. 
   b. The southern tribes were conquered by the Babylonians. 
   c. The Jews that had returned were later conquered by the Romans. 
  2. The conquerors would not regard young or old, but would kill without discretion. 
   a. This was true of the Babylonians (II Chronicles 36:17). 
   b. This was true of the Romans.109 
  3. Israel would be scattered across the earth. 
   a. The Babylonian captivity was called “God’s scattering of the Jews.”110 
   b. That they were scattered is evidenced by the listing of nation from which the Jews 
    came to celebrate the feast of Pentecost (Acts 2:5-11). 
 B. The coming of Jesus Christ. 
  1. God prophesied that a human (son of woman) would crush the head of Satan (Genesis 
   3:15) 
   a. This is a prophecy of Jesus defeating Satan and death on the cross. 
   b. The prophecy was recorded by Moses 1400 years before the birth of Christ. 
   c. The actual prophecy occurred almost 4,000 years before the birth of Christ! 
  2. He would be of the line of David (II Samuel 7:12-ff). 
   a. The lineage of his legal father shows it (Matthew 1:1-17). 
   b. The lineage of his mother shows it as well (Luke 3:23-38). 
   c. This prophecy was made over 1,000 years before Christ! 
  3. He would be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14). 
   a. Seeing as that had never happened in the history of mankind, it was a bold   
    prediction, yet it was true because God said it! 
   b. This was fulfilled when Mary gave birth to Jesus (Matthew 1:18-ff). 
  4. His kingdom would be established during the days of the Roman Empire (Daniel   
   2:44). 
   a. While Jesus was on earth, He preached “the kingdom of heaven is at hand”   
    (Matthew 4:17). 
   b. “At hand” means “very near.” 
   c. It was established on the Day of Pentecost after Jesus’ resurrection while the   
    Roman Empire was still in control. 
   d. This prophecy was made around 500 years before Rome even became a world  
    power! 
  5. It has been noted that the odds of one person fulfilling just 8 of the 300+ prophecies  
   about the Christ was 100,000,000,000,000,000 to 1.111 
   a. To better understand this, imagine the entire state of Texas, covered two feet deep 
    in silver dollars.112 

109 Josephus, Wars of the Jews 3.7.1 
110 Jackson, Fortify, pg 66. 
111 Stoner, Peter.  Science Speaks.  (unknown publishing data). 
112 ibid. 
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   b. Then take one of them and mark it, then throw it back into the pile, stir it around  
    and around. 
   c. Then blindfold someone and give them one chance to pick the right one. 
   d. Those are the odds of someone accidentally fulfilling 8 of the Messianic    
    prophecies. 
   e. Jesus fulfilled all 300+ of them!  The only answer to those odds is that God’s   
    hand was in it all, showing the Bible is inspired. 
 C. Other historical events prophesied in the Bible. 
  1. The fall of Babylon and rise of the next three world powers (Daniel 2) 
   a. Daniel prophesied that Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom would fall and be replaced by  
    an inferior kingdom (the Persian Empire). 
   b. A third kingdom (Greece) was foretold in this chapter, as was the fourth (Rome). 
  2. The name of the Persian king who would allow the Jews to return to build the temple. 
   a. Cyrus, as mentioned earlier, was not even born yet when Isaiah made this    
    prophetic statement (Isaiah 44:28). 
   b. He issued a decree allowing the Jews to return to Palestine to rebuild the temple  
    (Ezra 1). 
  3. The destruction of Jerusalem. 
   a. Jesus foretold that Jerusalem would be destroyed by the Roman armies (Matthew  
    24:1-34). 
   b. That came to pass in AD 70, when Titus laid siege to it, killing over one million  
    Jews.113 
 
Conc. 1. There is no way that the Bible could record such predictions as these and many others 
   without it being the work of God. 
  2. Whether referring to people, places, or times, the Bible’s prophecies are always 100% 
   accurate. 
  3. Man has no way of doing that; therefore, the Bible is inspired of God. 
 

113 Clarke, Ted.  Class Notes: Matthew.  (Bible Institute of Missouri, 2008). 


