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Apologetics: Week Eleven 
The Deity of Christ: Part II 
 

The Deity of Christ: His Pre-Existence 
 

Intro: 1. Last week, we looked at some of the various ways some religious groups view Jesus  
   Christ. 
  2. This week, we will be looking at one aspect of what the Bible says regarding Christ. 
  3. This should help prove beyond all doubt that Jesus was a man, but actually God. 
 
I. Jesus existed prior to being born in Bethlehem. 
 A. Jesus stated frequently that He existed prior to His birth. 
  1. He said He came “from the Father” (John 16:28). 
  2. He told the apostles He “came down from heaven” (John 3:13; 6:38). 
  3. He said He was the bread “from heaven” (John 6:33). 
 B. John the baptizer attested to this fact. 
  1. He said that Jesus was “from heaven” (John 3:31). 
  2. He stated that Jesus existed “before” him (John 1:15), even though John was six   
   months older than Jesus (Luke 1:24-35). 
 C. None of these statements could be true if Jesus came into being when He was born of   
  Mary in Bethlehem. 
 D. Jesus existed prior to His birth, therefore He must be something beyond normal humans. 
  1. Some claim that He is an angel.126 
  2. The only other option is that He is God. 
 
II. Jesus existed before creation. 
 A. Everything created was made by Jesus Christ. 
  1. Everything was created by “the Word” (John 1:3). 
  2. The Word became flesh and dwelt on earth (John 1:14). 
  3. The Word was the only begotten of the Father (John 1:14). 
  4. This “only begotten” was His Son, sent to earth (John 3:16). 
  5. Therefore, everything was created by Jesus, the only begotten Son of God     
   (Colossians 1:16). 
 B. Jesus could not have created Himself. 
  1. There is no such thing as spontaneous generation. 
   a. Something cannot arise from nothing. 
   b. There is no way for someone or something to create itself, for it would have to  
    exist in some form to create anything.127 
  2. Since Jesus created everything that was created (John 1:3), He could not have been  
   created, because that would put Him creating Himself⎯an impossibility. 
  3. Therefore, Jesus is eternal, having never been created. 

126 Clarke, Ted.  Class Notes: Life of Christ III - The Gospel According to John.  (Bible Institute of Missouri, 2009).  
The Jehovah’s Witnesses claim that Jesus is the first created being, an archangel over everything else. 
127 This topic was dealt with somewhat in lesson three in regards to “where did matter come from?” 
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 C. Jesus must, therefore, be God. 
 
III. Jesus is God. 
 A. John the apostle gave testimony to this fact. 
  1. At the beginning, the Word existed (John 1:1). 
   a. This beginning is the same one mentioned in Genesis 1:1. 
   b. The Word is said to have existed when the beginning began. 
   c. As stated earlier, the Word did all the creating (John 1:3). 
  2. The Word existed with God (John 1:1). 
   a. The wording literally means that the Word was “face-to-face” with God.128 
   b. Some falsely claim that the Word is merely a thought.129 
   c. A thought cannot be face-to-face with anyone. 
  3. The Word existed as God (John 1:1). 
   a.  The verse, in English reads “The Word was God.” 
   b. The Greek literally reads “and God was the Word.”130 
   c. Since we know this Word is Jesus Christ (as seen above), we can clearly see that  
    Jesus Christ is God. 
 B. Paul the apostle gave testimony to this fact. 
  1.  He stated that Jesus existed “in the form of God” (Philippians 2:6). 
   a. Some translations say “Christ was truly God,”131 “Christ Himself was like God in  
    everything,”132 or “In His very nature He was God.”133 
   b. The People’s New Testament says this means Christ was a “partaker of the divine  
    nature.”134 
  2. Jesus came to earth in the form of a man (Philippians 2:7-8). 
   a. This shows that Christ existed before coming to the earth. 
   b. This also shows (along with verse 6) that Jesus was fully God before coming to  
    earth. 
   c. While on earth, was Jesus still God? 
  3. He said that the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ bodily (Colossians 2:9). 
   a. While on earth, He was God in bodily form.135 
   b. The verb “dwells” or “dwelleth” is present tense, and that shows continuous   
    action.136 
   c. This means that The fullness of the Godhead dwelt in Christ while He was on   
    earth, but also even to this present time; Christ has always been and will always  
    be God. 
 

128 Patterson, Max.  An Outline Commentary on the Gospel of John.  (Self-Published). 
129 See previous lesson for a more detailed discussion on this topic. 
130 Clarke, Ted.  Answering False Doctrines Relating to the Gospel of John, No. 1.  1999 Annual Denton Lectures. 
131 Contemporary English Version. 
132 New Century Version. 
133 New International Readers Version (NIrV). 
134 The People’s New Testament.  Electronic version for E-Sword (http://www.e-sword.net). 
135 ibid. 
136 NET Bible (New English Translation) Electronic Study Notes (http://www.Bible.org) 
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Concl. 1. Because Christ existed before being born as recorded in the gospels, we can know  
   that He is not just a human, but something more. 
  2. Because Christ existed before creation, we know He is eternal, and therefore God. 
  3. Because inspired writers state it for us, we know that Jesus is God. 
 


