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Apologetics: Week Twelve 
The Deity of Christ: Part III 
 

The Deity of Christ: His Miracles 
 
Intro: 1. In the previous lesson, we established that Jesus is the Son of God because of His   
   pre-existence.   
   a. The inspired word says that the Word created everything (John 1:3). 
   b. Jesus is that Word (John 1:14). 
   c. Jesus could not have created Himself, thus He must be God (see Genesis 1:1). 
  2. This week we will look at the things that proved that He is God while He was on   
   earth: His miracles. 
 
I. What was the purpose of miracles? 
 A. The purpose for miracles, as recorded in the Old Testament, was to confirm the words  
  that they spoke, as well as to confirm them as the messenger of God.137 
  1. This can be seen in the example of Moses when God first sent him to the Israelites. 
   a. They were in slavery in Egypt when Moses went to them and spoke the words  
    God gave to him to speak (Exodus 1). 
   b. God had give Moses three signs to perform before the Israelites to prove he was  
    sent from God (Exodus 4:1-9). 
   c.  The miracles were to prove that he was indeed the messenger of God; if he was  
    lying to them, God would not have allowed him to work the miracles. 
  2. This can be seen in the example of Moses facing Korah’s rebellion (Numbers 16:28- 
   32). 
   a. Moses said specifically, “if these men die a common death…the Lord has not sent 
    me.  But if the Lord make a new thing and the earth open her mouth and swallow  
    them up…you shall understand that these men have provoked the Lord.” 
   b. The earth then opened up and swallowed them and their whole families. 
   c. This was a sign, stated by Moses, that came to pass, proving he was from God and 
    confirming the words he had been saying to the people. 
  3. God said that He would glorify Joshua in the presence of the people “so that they   
   may know” that He was with Joshua (Joshua 3:7). 
   a. Joshua was able to do great works, including prophesying the waters of the Jordan 
    dividing for them to cross over on dry land (Joshua 3:10-ff). 
   b. Joshua commanded for the sun and moon to stand still during their battle with the  
    Amorites (Joshua 10:12-14). 
 B. This was also the case in the New Testament. 
  1. This was true when Jesus sent the apostles out on the Great Commission. 
   a. Jesus mentioned many signs that they would be able to perform (Mark 16:17-18). 
   b. The Holy Spirit, through Mark, stated that the apostles went forth and preached  
    the word, and “confirming the word with signs following.” 
  2. Paul miraculously blinded Elymas the sorcerer, causing Sergius Paulus to believe   

137 Northrop, Chuck.  Class Notes: Acts of Apostles.  (Bible Institute of Missouri, 2008). 
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   that the words Paul spoke were truth (Acts 13:9-12). 
  3. Philip caused Samaritans to believe by the miracles that accompanied his teaching  
   (Acts 8:5-7). 
  4. Peter healed Aeneas, causing “all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron” to turn to the Lord  
   (Acts 9:32-35). 
 C. Thus, the miracles were to let the people know that God approved of them and the   
  message they were preaching. 
 
II. Jesus performed miracles. 
 A. The miracles proved He was sent by God (John 3:1-2). 
  1. Nicodemus correctly stated that “no man can do these signs which you are doing,   
   unless God is with him.” 138 
  2. Nicodemus showed that he was not the only one to believe Jesus was from God   
   because of the miracles, saying “we” know this to be the case.” 
  3. Jesus, when He raised Lazarus from the dead, prayed to God in front of all the people  
   so that they would know that God had sent Him (John 11:41-44). 
 B. The miracles proved God approved of Jesus (Acts 2:22). 
  1. Peter clearly stated this to those on the Day of Pentecost, showing Jesus was the   
   prophesied Messiah (Acts 2:36). 
   a. Peter stated the obvious: God would not allow someone to work miracles if He  
    did not approve of him. 
   b. To do so, God would be approving sin, which is impossible (I John 1:5). 
  2. God stated it clearly at the transfiguration: “This is my beloved Son in whom I am  
   well pleased.  Hear ye Him” (Matthew 17:5). 
 C. The miracles proved God approved of Christ’s teachings. 
  1. This is shown clearly in Christ’s healing of the man with the palsy (Luke 5:18-24). 
   a. Jesus said, before everyone, “your sins are forgiven.”139 
   b. To prove that He indeed had the power to forgive sins on earth, He then healed  
    the  man. 
   c. This showed that God indeed approved of the teaching of Christ. 
  2. This is shown in Christ’s healing of the man with the withered hand (Luke 6:6-10). 
   a. He was in the synagogue teaching at the time (v 6). 
   b. He specifically mentioned that it was lawful to do good on the Sabbath (v 9). 
   c. He then performed the miracle of healing this man’s hand, showing God’s    
    approval of the things Jesus had taught. 
 
III. Jesus Christ Said He was God. 
 A. He had called Himself the Son of God. 
  1. The Jews took up stones to kill Him on the charge of blasphemy (John 10:31-33). 
   a. They said Jesus made Himself God (John 10:33). 
   b. Jesus clarified that they accused Him of blasphemy because He called Himself  
    “the Son of God” (John 10:36). 

138 McCord’s New Testament Translation of the Everlasting Gospel. 
139 Ibid. 
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   c. The Jews understood that for Him to call Himself the Son of God was equal to  
    saying He was God. 
  2. He told the man whom He healed at the Pool of Bethsaida that He was the Son of   
   God (9:35-38). 
   a. He asked the man if he believed in the Son of God, and the man asked who the  
    Son of God was, so that he could believe on Him. 
   b. Jesus said “He is the one talking with you.”140 
 B. Jesus said He pre-existed, proving His deity.141 
  1. He stated “before Abraham was, I AM” (John 8:58). 
   a. This statement was made to show the Jews that Jesus had preeminence over   
    Abraham. 
   b. More importantly, it was a clear statement that He was indeed God. 
   c. “I AM” is the name of God as stated to Moses (Exodus 3:14). 
  2. He said that He and the Father were one (John 10:30; 17:11). 
  3. He spoke of the glory He had before coming to earth (John 17:5). 
 C. Jesus accepted worship, something reserved only for God. 
  1. Angels refused worship (Revelation 19:10; 22:8-9), but said to worship God instead. 
  2. The apostles refused worship (Acts 10:25-26; 14:13-16), but pointed the people to  
   God. 
  3. Jesus did not refuse worship, but accepted it (John 9:35-38; Matthew 8:2-3; 14:33;  
   28:9, 16-17). 
 
Concl. 1. Miracles were done to show that the messenger was truly sent from God, and to   
   confirm the words which he spoke were those which God wanted him to speak. 
  2. Jesus taught that He was God. 
  3. Jesus performed miracles, showing that God sent Him, approved of Him, and    
   approved of His teachings. 
  4. Therefore, Christ’s miracles prove He is God. 

140 Ibid. 
141 See previous lesson for a more detailed study of this issue. 


